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Discussions on the issue of teaching pace in
Chinese language teaching

in the United States

1. Raising the issue
Deur All,

I'm the principal of Cincinnuti Contemporury
Chihese School. We're currently using the
'Z/hong Wen" edited by JiNan University ds our
standard text books.

As you know there dre 12 volumes in "Zhony
Wen'".We unudlyzed the confent of euch volume
und found thut the contents of the first 8 vol-
umes ure much shorter thun that of last 4 vol-
umes. Bused on the this finding, we have decid-
ed to teuch 1 lesson per week for those students
who use first 8 volumes und spend two weeks to
teach 1 lesson for those students who use the
last 4 volumes.

The issue is uttuched to the first 8 volumes. After
we implemented the "1 lesson per week" prac-
fice for u period of time we've now heurd two
voices from student parents. The first voice (the
stronger one) is to usk for u slower puce of
teachiny for the first 8 volumes, i.e., fo extend
the time from one week to two weeks to teuch
1 lesson; the second voice is to keep the puce
of "1 lesson per week". Euch voice hus its solid
points (I'm not going to list them out for the sake
of spuce). Although the first voice is stronger, the
second voice is hot minor either (kind of 2:1
ratio).

Here is my guestion: Do you have similar issues?
If you do, what's your solution?

Any dnswer/suggestion/advice will be highly
uppreciuted.

Tons of thanks in advance,

Churlie Zhung
Cincinnuti Contemporury Chinese School

2. Discussions
1) Huuny Bidun

From: bidun.huuhg@ubbott.com
(mailto:bidun.huang@ubbott.com)

Sent: Wednesduy, October 20,2004 2:42 PM

To: Charlie Zhanhy

Cc: csuus@yuhoogroups.com; Normun Ho

Subject: Re: (csuus) Issue of teuchiny puce

We hud exactly your problem dabout the pace
of the teuchiny schedule und exuct purent
concerns. Since muijority of our purents voiced
to slow down the puce, we decided to use 2
week-per-lesson schedule und so far so good. It
does cuuse the problem that we dre not uble
to finish one volume in ohe yeur, but usudlly 2-3
lessons left to finish in the next yedr, und purents
do not seems to Mind.

Thanks,

Bidun Huuny, Ph.D.

Clinicul Stdtistics - R436, LFCP1
Abbott Laborutories

Phone: 847-582-5678

Fax: 847-582-2403

e-muil; bidun.huung@ubbott.com

2) Stanley Chien

From: Chien, Yunyg-Piny (Stunley)
(Muilto:schien@iupui.edu)

Sent: Wednesduy, October 20,2004 4:32 PM

To: bidun.huuny@ubbott.com; Churlie

CSAUS Quarterly Newsletter 2004 No.4
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Zhauny
Cc: csuus@yuhooyroups.com; Normun Ho

Subject: RE: (csuus) Issue of teuchiny puce

The fact is that patents want children to go to
Chinese school but most students do not like to
yo to Chinese school. If there is u lot study pres-
sure in Chinese schooal, it is more difficult for par-
ents to keep children stay in Chinese school.
Therefore, our school udopts 2-week-perlesson
dapprouch. Our reusoning is that if we can keep
children in Chinese school with more fun und less
study reyuirement, they will learn something
slowly. Once they quit, they will totdlly foryet
Chinese characters. The other point is that the
sfoeed is hot important, how much the students
remember is importunt, My son hus been in
Chinese school for 4 yeurs, he does hot remem-
ber muny churucters even though he is leurning
level 5 textbook. | am hoping that he will be more
willing to study Chinese when he yets older und
ut that time he cun pick up the Chinese churac-
ters that seem familiar,

Stanley Chien, Ph.D.
[UPUI

Chinese School ut IUPUI
Indiunapolis, IN
317-293-2016

3) Tuny

From: Tuny, Suting, CSFF2
(Mmuilto:suting@utt.com)

Sent: Thursday, October 21,2004 10:04 AM

To: Chien, Yuhy-Ping (Stunley);

bidan.huang@ubbott.com; Charlie Zhunhy
Cc: csuus@yuhoogdroups.com; Normun Ho
Subject: RE: (csuus) Issue of teuching puce

Deur colleagues,

The problem is these students in muny people's
conhcerh wouldn't like to leurh Chinese ho mutter
if it's faster or slower. Look at most Chinese

CSAUS Quarterly Newsletter 2004 No.4
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schools operuted by people from Tuiwun, they
usudlly have very slow puce und have more fun
in clussroom. Whut ure the results ufter 6 yeurs?
How many % of students have redlly remem-
bered more thun 500+ Chinese churucters, or
could speuk u little in Chinese?

For student who would like to leurn, one lesson
per week would be just find if they could spend
20-30 min everyday for homeworks. | agree that
the textbook is hot too good for our students. |
think we could define some yuidelines to suit our
own situation when we use it. For example, there
ure 10 new churucters in the lesson, we could
reyuire students to master 5 of most used one,
und for other 5, reud und understund would be
fine. We could dlso drop some impracticdl
lessons for optiondl reuding, und udd some fun
yumes ufter each unit (3 to 4 lessons).

However, if you reduce the speed by 50%, there
could be lots of problems. First, the volumes were
designed for certuin uyes of students. Teenugers
would nhot like to read something that little kids
should be reudiny. It would muke them hate
Chinese even more. Also, lunguuye should be
eusier to leurn while you dare youny. Why don't
we feuch them more dtf their best uges. We
would not like to keep them for longer yedrs
especidlly they will be very busy ufter they going
to high schools.

Thanks,
Suting Xin from Huu Xiu Chinese School of
NJ, NY, PA

4)
To: “Tuny, Suting”
From: “Zhu Louise” <lzhu@yirlscouts.org>
Dute: 21 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: (csuus) Issue of teuchiny
puce

Hi, dear dll,

| had involved in Chinese school teaching for
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more thun 10 yeurs und used to fuce the sume
problems becuuse kids lost interests in ledarning
Chinese. Luter | got fraining from Girl Scouts. |
found thut the ways of muinstreum youth orguni-
zations such as GS fraining their staff and volun-
teers could be good reference for our Chinese
schools. | had used those methods in my Chinese
und culture clusses, which increused students'
interests in leurning Chinese. My students
enjoyed the clusses und did not even want to
miss d single one. My own daughter dlso got
benefits from this kind of leurning with fun con-
cepts. Although she never got highest scores ut
Chinese school, she kept her interest in learning
Chinese und wus willing to attend the cluss until
no higher level for her then she helped us u TA for
u while. Now us u colleyge freshmen, she is tuking
Chinese cluss at u pretty high level.

Since my GS volunteer experience, | have
become u locul GS council stuff, and how | um
working for Girl Scouts of the USA headyudrters
in NYC. A few months ago, | was invited by u
Chinese School in MA to provide a workshop for
teuchers from severul Chinese schools. My work-
shop topic is "Use the Truining Methods of
Muainstreum Youth Orgunizations us Reference, to
Increuse the Interests in Teuching Chinhese
Languuye". The response from the audience wus
very positive. The teuchers learnt new skills to
keep the cluss uctive and fun. | uam willihg to
share my knowledye with you dll at this year's
CSAUS convention in December.

In facts, the gouls of Chinese schools and muain-
streum youth orgunizations have d lot in com-
mon -- dll ure outside or ufter school programs, u
variety of clusses und uctivities, promote culture
diversity, serve children und their purents, heed
adults as volunteers Both sides could learn from
euch other. Jewish and Latino communities have
received huyge benefits by colluborating with
muainstfream orgunizations. Asian communities
should tuke the udvauntuyes us well.

Another biy issue in teuchinyg Chinese is the text

books us your discussion. | would like to share
some ideus in the future.

Louise Weiyi Zhu

Former teacher and principul of Newton
Chinese School in MA

Now us Outreuch Consultunt of Girl Scouts
of the USA

5) Churlie Zhuny
To: csuus@yuhooyroups.com

From: “"Chuarlie Zhany”
<czhunyg39@yuhoo.com>
Dute: 20 Oct 2004

Subject: RE: (csuus) Issue of teuchiny
puce

Why hot two lessons per three week. The first two
weeks would be hew lessons und the third week
would be reviewing with some additionul mate-
rials for student have more fun.

6) Guo Xiuowen from Cdlifornia
To: csuus@yuhooyroups.com

From: "XW Guo”
<XW_guo@yuhoo.com>
Dute: 20 Oct 2004

Subject: RE: (csuus) Issue of teuching
puce

Deur All,

NewStar Chinese School of Duvis, Cdlifornia was
estublished fours yeurs ugo und hus ulso fuced
the issue of puce for the lessons. We typicully
have 32 2-hour sessions per school yeur. Now we
are teuching two volumes per school year for the
first 8 volumes for grudes 1 1o 4; one volume per
school yeur for the lust 4 volumes. Eventudlly, we
probubly will offer the first 6 volumes for grades 1-
3, then one volume per year for the last 6 vol-
umes. Plus Kindergurten, the students will be in
Chinese School for ten yeurs und yraduute
when they dre in 9th or 10th yrade. Additiondl
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class cun be offer then in preparation for SAT II-
Chinese Test.

When considering puce changes, the school
needs to consider (1) grude to grude frunsition
from yeur 1o yeur; (2) Averuge ucudemic levels
of students; (3) Experience of teuchers (4)
Avdilubilities of supplementary materidls o
teuchers

For larger school, the school can consider offer-
ing two tracks, one with single volume per school
yedr and onhe with 2 volumes per school year. This
will dlso serve the student body better-students
with good Chihese backyground can take the 2
volume cluss while the one prefer to tuke the
slower puce cun do so und keep More of what
they ledarn even though they do not get to ledarn
us much.

For 2 volume per school yeur, since the time is
short, we removed one or two lessons from edch
volume in the lust year and it worked well for our
students.

For the primary grades (grades 1-3), if only ohe
volume is taught per school yedar, it reqguires that
the tedchers provide a lot of supplementary
muterial. Our teachers liked that they had more
materidl to feach and they did hot have to udd
d lot of extra supplementary material,

For continuity from grade to ygrade, partidal vol-
ume completion doesn't work.
These dre just my two cents.

Best reyurds,
Xiuowenh Guo
NewStar Chinese School

7) Bonnie Ren from Pennsylvania
To: csuus@yuhooyroups.com

From: “Bonnie Ren”
<bonnie_ren@yuhoo.com>
Dute: 20 Oct 2004

Subject: RE: (csuus) Issue of teuching
puce
We have decided using 2 week-per-lesson
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teuching puces for severdl years, For us, it fukes
ohe ygrade per volumn. Although some students
cunnhot ‘'graduate" from the Chinese school
before they enroll in to the colleye, it give the stu-
dents more time to dubsorb what they've learned
from the cluss. It ulso yives the teuchers more
time to add more related topics. The textbook
content is not very good for students who pre-
pure to tuke the SAT Il Chinese test. The teuchers
have to udd some reference materidls to help
the students.

Bonhie Ren
Principdl
Greut Wall Chinese School in PA

8) from Bonnie Liuo
> Bonnhie Liuo
> YingHuu Lunguuge School
> www.yinghua.ory

| agree that "slowiny down" would hot solve uny
fundumental problems that many Chinese
schools are facing. Children cun reud sophisti-
cuted English materidls by fourth grade. However
in Chinese schools they cun hardly reud uny-
thing without the help of pin-yin - even for those
who speuk Mundarin at home. No wonder they
would be discouruged und lose inferest. We think
the solution should go the other way - at leust for
Manddarin-speuking children. We teach over
1300 churacters during the first four years while
their school work is not foo much und ure williny
to follow instructions. The students love it. It's NOT
becuuse they love learning Chinese; it's becuuse
they feel they ure not wusting time and they cun
‘actudlly learn something" (us one of the stu-
dents told me). They cun reud stories without the
help of pin-yin. The characterrecoynition reten-
tion rate is very high thanks to the build-in read-
ing muteridls, flushcards, and CD-ROM home-
work. They do not HATE leurning Chihese uny
more. My children who have been followinyg this
methodoloyy for over three yeurs, cun reud
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hy5uENEE BEalIXERE
REGRET ABOUT MY CHINESE SCHOOL EXPERIENCE:
| DID NOT START GOING SOONER

A Great Wall Chinese School Student

Twelve years ago, I came to the United States speaking Chinese.
Six years later, my parents sent me to Chinese School speaking
English. The gap between these years had a disastrous effect on
me-as a first generation Chinese immigrant surrounded by an
English world, I had lost total exposure to Chinese except with-
in my family. Thus, I had let my language skills in Chinese dete-
riorate. Fortunately, before all could be lost, my parents decid-
ed to send me to Chinese School, whereupon I was left to sal-

vage what I could from the remnants of my Chinese skills.

At that time, as a sixth grader, I had protested furiously against
my parents' decision. I had just started middle school, where I
had discovered that both schoolwork and extracurricular activi-
ties had increased manifold and that there was definitely con-
siderable less time in the day to complete all my tasks. Because
of this, I thought that Chinese School was a total waste of my
time, but my parents remained firm in their decision. "Chinese
is important," they said, "Just try your best." So grudgingly I
began to attend Chinese School weekly, where people spoke a

language that was unfortunately becoming foreign to me.

As T progressed through Chinese School, I began to discover
again the beauty of the language and the importance of attain-
ing fluency in it. Furthermore, through my study of Chinese, I
learned about different aspects of Chinese culture that I would-
n't have known otherwise. And ofcourse, I met very interesting
people in my classes whom I wouldn't have met in regular
school. Subsequently, it was a huge surprise to me when I actu-
ally discovered that Chinese school was an enjoyable experi-

ence.

Chinese school has not only taught me Chinese. Through
Chinese school, I learned about discipline, organization, and
responsibility. The added work of Chinese school to my other
activities required that I become more focused at home-just so I
will be able to complete all my work in time. This responsibili-
ty and time management that I learned through Chinese school
of course has applications to everything I do-from studying for

tests to organizing a club meeting to learning vocabulary words

for the SATs. Partially because of the study skills I learned from
having to manage my time wisely because of the extra work

from Chinese school, I have high grades and SAT scores.

Currently, I am a senior in high school, in the process of apply-
ing to many extremely selective colleges. I have been told
numerous times from admission officers and college counselors
I have met that knowing a language such as Chinese is an
invaluable skill. In the world of college admissions, many of the
applicants to distinguished schools such as Ivy League schools
will mostly have the same credentials-high grades, high SATSs,
good leadership skills, etc. Therefore, the applicants with dis-
tinguishing characteristics will be the ones admitted. It is obvi-
ous that not everybody knows Chinese. Therefore, knowledge
of Chinese can set an applicant apart from another, and can
immeasurably benefit the Chinese-speaking applicant in the

long run in terms of admission to college.

In addition, many elite college and universities offer special
International Studies or study abroad programs where knowl-
edge of Chinese is necessary. Proficiency in Chinese is an
admissions requirement at programs such as The Huntsman
Program of International Studies and Business at the University
of Pennsylvania/The Wharton School. Knowledge of Chinese
plays a huge benefit when seeking admissions to highly selec-
tive schools such as the Sloan School at MIT, The Woodrow
Wilson School of Public Policy and International Affairs at
Princeton University, Georgetown University, George
Washington University, and others. Later, knowledge of
Chinese will make a person a more favorable applicant for com-

panies seeking to hire employees with diversified skills.

Knowing all this, I am so glad that my parents decided to force
me to go to Chinese school seven years ago. If there is one thing
I regret about my Chinese school experience, it is that I did not
start going sooner. There is no doubt that Chinese school has
had a hugely positive impact on me, both as a student and as a

person.

(PIVINEHERE)
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shui3 hu3 zhuun4 stories (udupted for children) -
simple chapter books. Looking ut the curricula of
some reygular schools' Chinese courses, | wdas
umuzed by the puce the teuchers dured to seft.
| believe in this uchievement-driven society, our
children would NOT be fooled into believing they
were doihy dreut in Chinese schools while they
knew they could hardly read or remember uny-
thing. Muny students told me that in their former
Chinese schools, they ulways got 100 ut the
exams and yot dll kinds of honors from high
uchievements. However those honors were
meuningless to them, except for cuusing fempo-
rary excitement. Ultimately they went to schools
only for the purpose of meeting friends and to
take those "culture clusses." In that regard, even
Chinese schools run by people from Taiwan have
the sume problems. Of course, textbooks ulone
cunnot solve dny problems. No matter what
methodoloygy to follow, the students' lunguuye
educution would only benefit if the school puts
lunguuge educution s its #1 priority. Obviously if
u school puts "promoting Chinese culture" first,
the students would benefit from "promotiny
Chinese culture." Most of Chinese schools' princi-
puls have fulltime jobs. | am glad that our Bourd
supports me to focus ull my effort on luhgyuuye
educution. It's just my two cents. Look forward to
meet everybody in LV! Regards, Bonnie Liuo
YingHuu Lunguage School www.yinghud.ory
Reyurds,

Bonnie Liuo

YingHuu Lunyguuye School

www.yinghuu.ory

9) Haun Qingyuun
To: csuus@yuhooyroups.com
From: ghun@comcust.net
Date: 21 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: (csuus) Issue of teuching puce

| totdlly agree with Principdl Bonnie Liuo und oth-
ers that to let the kids focus on learhing more

HanZi in the first 3-4 years is very important and
critical. Ohce they munuyed "enhough" Hanzi,
they will be loving to reud und leurn hew mate-
rials. Another key is to make the leurning "full of
fun" und just like "playing'. How muny of us
uttended some kind of compuny sponsored 1/2
day training classes ? As udults we always like to
play und have fun in those classes, right ?

Very yglud to see such ygood discussions here,
espectidlly right before the CSAUS convention.
Hope to see some comprehensive pupers at the
conference. Muybe we should set up u BBS at
the CSAUS website so such discussions cun con-
finuusly go on there.

That's my 3 cents (with the inflution:)

Thanks,
Hunh Qingyuun

10)
To: Ccsuus@yuhooyroups.com
From: "l fu” <fuliliu@ydahoo.com>

Dute: 21 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: (csuus) Issue of teuchiny puce

Deur dll:

What you dre concerning is absolutely what we
have been frying to work on therefore would like
to share my experiences with you. Hope it will
help.

| noticed thut younger kids do hot hute Chinese
that much than "older" kids therefore are dble to
learn Chinese in a fast puce. As for the "older"
kids, they hute to learn Chinese characters espe-
cidlly do Chinese homework but they do NOT
hate Chinese culture. Therefore we dre now try-
ing tfo teuch our kids Chinese culture such ds
Chinese history, yeoygruph, yumes, etc. | um
happy to see that the kids who dropped Chinese
school lust semester ure how comminy buck
und start having fun leaurning Chinese culture. |
um dlso happy to see that a group of Chinese
teenuges (include one Americun boy) dre ledrn-
ing Chinese Gony Fu Sword Dunce how dnd is

CSAUS Quarterly Newsletter 2004 No.4
13



2004 FEFAM R F =+ /\H

A EPXFHRMBA Z RN 12/31/2004 1 Ji

going to perform on their school stuyge in
December. (this is from their request. hot forced
by danyonel!) So | encourage them that if they
perform the dance very well, we will show them
Chinese Gony Fu Fun next yeur so they will be
proud of themselves much morelll!

Besides, | dlso found thut kids do NOT hate dll
Chinese movies. Well, they muay not like the slow
puced ohes but, they ure interested in the
movies that is very Chinese style. For them, thaut is
u different thing from what they are experienc-
ing und what they have learned from locdl
school. For exumple, my daughter, who is 14
yeurs old how, hus been wutching Chinese his-
tory movie/TV series with me for u few years. She
learned a lot from the movielll We have d few
other kids from uyge 6 to 16 leurn Chinese viu the
sume puth and they dare dll very good dt
Chinese, both verbul und reudinyg. They dlso usk
d lot of yuestions us why things went like this not
that, why the person did it this way not that way
etc....they are good thinker! And..there are u lot
of fun discussing with them dabout Chinese cul-
ture. BTW - onhe kid dsked me who invenfted
Chinese checker lust yeur when | showed them
ubout Chinese Checker (Zhong Guo Xiung Qi)
aund | havn't got un unswer for him yet. Ahy one
knows the danswer, pledse share with me. Thanks
d lot!

Therefore, | think that the most important on
teaching Chinese is to increuse kids interest in
Chinse und then to help them when they have
the incentive to leurn.

Li Fu
Buffulo Chinese School

[RD)
To: csuus@yuhoogroup.com
From: giuocui@yuhoo.com
Dute: 21 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: (csuus) Issue of teuchiny puce
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