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1.  Draft of Petition letter to College Board, & Educational Testing Services (ETS), 
      for AP Chinese test.     CSAUS


Lee Jones

AP Program

The College Board

45 Columbus Ave.

New York, NY 10023

Dear Lee: 

I am writing to strongly support the development of a Chinese Advanced Placement (AP) Program and Test that the College Board is considering.  I am the President of the Chinese School Association of the United States (CSAUS), an umbrella organization for 200+ Chinese schools in the US.  I, and those of us in Chinese education in the US, believe that establishing a Chinese AP program is a visionary move.  In the Appendix, I address the College Board’s Criteria for establishing a new AP course.  Below are some general considerations.   

1.  Establishing a Chinese AP Program is in the national interest of the United States.  As we know well, China is the most populous nation in the world and its economy is rapidly growing.  It is in the interest of the US for more Americans to learn the Chinese language and culture to better compete in China’s market in the long run.  Therefore, programs to encourage and boost the learning of Chinese language and culture will benefit the United States.  The SAT II program that your office started in 1994 was a significant step in this direction.  Establishment of a Chinese AP program would be another more significant step in the direction.    

2.  Recognizing the increasing needs by Americans to learn Chinese, more and more public schools are starting Chinese language programs. In K-12 level, schools offering Chinese, and the enrollment have both been growing rapidly in the past decade; the number of students in community Chinese schools is growing even fast (Most recent record show that there are 140,000 registered students in the "community Chinese Schools", which is a huge demand for AP Chinese test); universities are strengthening their programs in Chinese language and literature.  The Chinese AP program is expected to encourage more schools to set up or strengthen the Chinese programs.  With increasing number of students in Chinese programs, the Chinese AP Program and Test could be a good business opportunity for the ETS.  

     Take SAT II Chinese as a reference.  The number of students taking the test is increasing yearly and has about doubled since it started 7 years ago, and now the 3rd "largest foreign language".  We can pretty sure to see that the AP Chinese Test would be even more demanded since many students are NOT taking SAT II Chinese test because it is attractive enough.
4.  As the President of CSAUS, I pledge my support for the Chinese AP program.  We would encourage students in our schools to take the AP test.  We would also be happy to help public schools to establish a Chinese language program, and will encourage our schools to accept students from the public school system for learning advanced Chinese.  

On behalf of CSAUS, I would like to thank and commend the College Board for having the vision to take the initiative for a Chinese AP Program and Test.  The time is ripe for establishing such a program.  I urge you to develop such a program and wish you success in this endeavor.  

Sincerely, 

Lianggen Zheng

President, CSAUS


2. Ann Hua, Michigan, to The College Board, for AP Chinese Test

          (you may just replace the wording in red)


Mr. Wade Curry 

Director of Advanced Placement

The College Board

45 Columbus Avenue

New York, New York 10023 

Dear Mr. Curry: 

I am writing to strongly support the development of a Chinese Advanced Placement (AP) Program and Test that the College Board is considering.  I am the Principal of Annhua Chinese School in Ann Arbor, MI (this is a volunteer job without pay).  I believe that setting up a Chinese AP program is a visionary move, based on the following considerations: 

1.  There is an anticipated strong need for learning Chinese, and the AP program will greatly help.  It is becoming increasingly more important, even critical, for Americans to learn the Chinese language and culture.  China is the most populous nation in the world.  Chinese economy is now the world’s second largest (according to CIA’s real purchasing power parity) and is rapidly growing.  At the current rate of growth, China’s GDP (in terms of purchasing power) will overtake that of the US in twenty years.  US’s largest trade deficit is with China.  China’s accession to the World Trade Organization in the near future will mean the opening up of a huge market and tremendous business opportunities for the US as well as other nations.  Hence there will be greatly increased need in the US work force for those who are fluent in Chinese.  Therefore, it is in the interest of the US to set up programs to encourage and boost the learning of the Chinese language and culture by students of all heritage.  The SAT II program that the ETS set up in 1994 is a significant step in this direction.  Establishment of a Chinese AP program would be another more significant step in the direction.  In addition to needs by US businesses, increased understanding between China and US will help the two nations to develop constructive and mature relationships.  

2.  Increasingly more students are recognizing the needs and learning Chinese.  The following are some indications: 

(a) Some public schools are starting the Chinese language program.  For example, currently, there are 10 schools in the Chicago Public School system that offers Chinese courses to over three thousand students.  

(b) The number of students in community Chinese Schools is increasing rapidly.  For example, The total number of students in community Chinese schools (both simplified and traditional) increased from 83,000 in 1995 to 138,000 in 2001, an average annual rate of 8.5%.  Our own Chinese School, Annhua, grew from 9 students in 1993 to 250 students in 2001.   

(c) Since the beginning of SAT II in Chinese in 1994, the number of participating students already reached 4657 in the year 2000, the third greatest among all foreign languages.  

The Chinese AP program is expected to encourage even more public schools and community Chinese schools to set up or strengthen the Chinese programs.  Hence the Chinese AP Program and Test could be a good business opportunity for the ETS.  

3.  Many universities offer Chinese language and literature programs, which will benefit from the Chinese AP program.  The AP program in Chinese would mean better prepared pre-college students, which would boost enrollment in university Chinese programs and would elevate the level of university training.  The benefit of a Chinese AP program has already been recognized by university Chinese programs.  For example, Dr. Scott McGinnis, a past President of the Chinese Language Teachers’ Association, has repeated requested for the establishment of a Chinese AP program.  


Furthermore, it is expected that universities will grant credit and/or placement.  For example, the University of Michigan currently grants placement based on a Chinese Proficiency Test.  

4.  As the Principal of Annhua Chinese School, I pledge my support for the Chinese AP program.  We would encourage our graduating students to take the AP test.  We would also be happy to help Ann Arbor Public Schools to establish a Chinese language program, or accept students from the public school system to our school for learning Chinese.  I am sure that other Chinese Schools would be happy to do the same.  

On behalf of Annhua Chinese School, I would like to thank and commend the College Board for having the vision to take the initiative for a Chinese AP Program and Test.  The time is ripe for establishing such a program.  I urge you to develop such a program and wish you success in this endeavor.  

Sincerely, 

Youxue Zhang
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Walter B. MacDonald, Executive Director


School and College Services


Educational Testing Service


Rosedale Road


Princeton, NJ 08541








And/or


To E.T.S.





Walter B. MacDonald,


 Executive Director


School and College Services


Educational Testing Service


Rosedale Road


Princeton, NJ 08541 








And /Or to ETS
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