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3 FHUH Pr obl ems wi t h
Chinese learning in the Traditional Curriculum

A general observation:
-- studied a lot, but learnt a little
-- overwhelmed, frustrated, being unpleasant
-- losing confidence
-- losing interest
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f x critical thinking; students are encouraged to
talk, to give ideas. The teacher was involving all the
students

In a Chinese school, the children would have
memorized the text at home so the first child to
answer would be expected to give the right
definition. No discussion, no adding of personal
experience.

A
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AT Y Qe x performance’l ©~ 1| o0’
lessons are preplanned, often well-rehearsed,

Require students to respond from texts they have
studied thoroughly and usually memorized

=

f Y4'Qe x Improvisation| =~ 1
Improvisational & un-structural,
lessons are open-ended, impromptu;
encourage spontaneous and imperfect student

participationt students are encouraged to talk, to give
iIdeas. The teacher was involving all the students

more student-ZLentered
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Chinese characters are pictographic,
and one can tell the meaning by looking
at the form of a character.

24



The fact: Modern characters in the eyes of
modern people are primarily symbolid
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The fact: Modern characters in the eyes of modern people are primarily
symbolic!

UC Davis[] e g T Ay X

characters -

People 1

People 2

People 3

characters B ’() 2

People 1
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People 2

People 3
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The Reasons:

Evolution of graph, sound & meanitgnany semantic determinatives
(parts or writing features) and phonetic indictors in characters of the ol
writing system have become either unidentifiable in form or unexpress
sound and/or meaning in modern scripts for modern users

Examples (originah now):

pictographicA symbolic:

indicativeA symbolic:

same phonetic determinatie different sounds / symbolic:

same semantic determinatife different meanings / symbolic:

different originsA same form / symbolic:

same origim different forms / symbolic:

semantic and phonetic determinatives (unidentifia§lesymbolic:

identifiable but nortranspareng,
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U ] The Concept of Extensive Reading

Extensive Reading vs. Intensive Learning (Reading)

~

-Pur pose: Afor knowledgeo vs. Af ol
automaticity and fluencyo

-- Difficulty: easy or not easy to read at learners language level
(word recycling and unknown word density;
grammar, cognitive load; culture references)

-- Quantity: sample texts vs. large amount

-- Mode: direct learning vs. implicit learning




The Concept of Graded Readers
H No

b

AReading materials written in simple language; either
simple originals or adaptations

AWritten to a grading scheme set out in terms of

vocabulary, grammar, and content (Hill and Thomas 1988)
(graded readers | simplified boc¢

A(Many) volumes in succession, forming series




No 3 @

Characteristics of Graded Readers

AEasy to read at learners language level;
AUsing natural language (even though carefully
controlled)

AAttractive in content (and appearance); allowing
readers to enjoy the reading

ACan be on a wide range of topics
(graded readers | childre




Graded Readers: Why we need them?
4y H No

AA necessary & integrated (n ot O6extr ad or
part of language learning for developing
vocabulary/character/grammar automaticity and fluency

-- Real reading fluency necessitates extensive reading

-- Learners need stepping stones toward reading
un-simplified materials

ATo increase students motivations and confidence, &
maintain their interests




Vv ~ No PN (N, I

AMake readers available and visible to students
AExplain the necessity and importance and provide guidance
ARequire extensive reading (as an integral part of the class) with a plan and goal

AMotivate extensive reading

AMaxi mi ze studentso6 involvement
h

AMonitor extensive reading
B

ACheck extensive reading
AMake the reading and activities enjoyable

AEase extensive reading

(Bell 1998, Waring & Takahashi 2000, Day and Bamford 2002 )
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Graded ER In L2 Chinese

AGraded ER has just been introduced into
the field

AScientific research is to be done yet




An Example: The Practice of

K+ E é T T N |
Chinese Breez&raded ReaderSeries
§ E F u =
K 1 (Chinese Breezd W T Ne
LK A Kinyl 3 a
a 1 a T 1 3 H Luwu -
i Noy 8a - W 810Y " 60y Y 'Y8,000 30,000
A K i " T cAa W [0
300-4,500 - T Y H iTT

3 A

H nyb FUng ( ChisalargeandBinoeatve Ehjinese
graded reader series which offers over 60 titles of enjoyable stories at eight
language levels. It is designed for college and secondary school Chinese
language learners, offering them a new opportunity to read for pleasure and
simultaneously developing real fluency, building confidence, and increasing
motivation for Chinese learning.




PR (LB IR ARIIE % 1 %—300 ik
Chinese Breeze Graded Reader Series, Level 1—300 Word Level

£ m XNAE
wd yiding ydo zhdoddo ta

R RS

I really want to find her..

wd yiding y&o zhdoddo ta

R E R

I really want to find her..

PNLBKRERT B (Dawsi) AKX (Jiefa) FEKE (Qatian)
FETHMRE, BEXKM BAEIEZIMIE (s, die) FILHMNIA.
TERAF ENFELZERIL, MNBAME. 5. HNEFER
BAREIPNLHZE? KB FAMTE T 42

She is really beautiful. Just one look at her photo and three guys, Dai-
wei, Jie-fu and Qiu-tian, are all determined to find her! The photo was
given to them by their professor before he died. And nobody knows where
in China the girl is. How can the guys find her? And what happens when
they finally see her?

978-7-301-07905-8

xs“u
9787301"079058">
sEM: 15.00 5T (& 15k MP3)



Design and Features ofé

T

(Chinese Breezg

W a ) B
A @ i b T 3 —art '
[ A
i @ a 7
1 : 300 5 : 1,500
2 500 6 : 2,100
3 : 750 7 : 3,000
4 1,100 8 : 4,500
Y ® H: °
Hu: ; Z b ;
- Y A Hu:
Y P WU - Ne -

<l




Design and Features ofé 1 (Chinese Breezg




Design and Features ofé 1 (Chinese Breezg
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Design and Features ofé 1 (Chinese Breezg
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